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Forty years ago the phrase "enthusiasm of humanity" was
invented. It inspired a school of sentimental philosophizing
about social relations, which has been carried on by phrase
making: " the dignity of labor," "the nobility of humanity/' " a
man is not a ware," " an existence worthy of humanity," " a
living wage." " Humanity " in modern languages is generally
used in two senses : (a) the human race, (6) the sympathetic
sentiment between man and man. This ambiguity enters into
all the phrases which are humanitarian.

178. Pathos. Suggestion is powerfully aided \sy pathos, in the
original Greek sense of the word. Pathos is the glamour of
sentiment which grows up around the pet notion of an age and
people, and which protects it from criticism. The Greeks, in
the fourth century before Christ, cherished pathos in regard to
tyrannicide. Tyrants were bosses, produced by democracy in
towns, but hated by democrats. Tyrannicides were surrounded
with a halo of heroism and popular admiration.1 Something of
the same sentiment was revived in the sixteenth century, when
it appeared that a tyrant was any ruler whose politics one did
not like. It cost several rulers their lives. Pathos was a large
element in the notions of woman and knighthood (twelfth and
thirteenth centuries), of the church (thirteenth century), of the
Holy Sepulcher (eleventh and twelfth centuries'). In the thir-
teenth century there was a large element of pathos in the glori-
fication of poverty. A great deal of pathos has been expended
on the history and institutions of Greece and Rome in modern
times. Classical studies still depend largely on it for their pres-
tige. There is a pathos of democracy in the United States. In
all English-speaking countries marriage is an object of pathos.
The pathos is cultivated by poetry and novels. Humanitarianism
is nourished by pathos and it stimulates pathos. The "poor"
and the "laborers" are objects of pathos, on account of which
these terms, in literature, refer to a conventional and unreal
concept. Consequently there is no honest discussion of any
topic which concerns the poor or laborers. Some people make
opposition to alcohol an object of pathos.

1 Burckhardt, Kulturgesch. Griechenlands^ I, 211.